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Wheat is an important food grain that transformed 

India from paucity of food grains at the time of 

independence to the surplus mode. When India got 

independence in the year 1947, the production and 

productivity of wheat were quite low at around 6.5 

million tonnes and 660 kg/ha, respectively. The 

country had to import wheat to feed the ever 

growing population. During the year 1960, India 

imported nearly 4.5 lakh tonnes of wheat. With the 

advent of green revolution in the year 1960s, the 

production and productivity of wheat increased signicantly.  In the present 

scenario, India is second largest producer of wheat in the world with a 

production touches to all time record hallmark of 100 million tonnes (99.7 

million tonnes as per fourth advance estimates for the year 2017-18). The bird 

eye view analysis of wheat research programme in the country suggested 

that the investment made in wheat research has been repaid through 

increased productivity and production. This shall be credited to cumulative 

efforts of research, acceptance of technologies by the farmers, favourable 

policies and weather factors. The precise activities on wheat research in 

Gujarat are carried out at Wheat Research Station, Vijapur; district Mehsana 

in North Gujarat. At present the centre caters the research and development 

needs of irrigated wheat in central India in general and Gujarat in particular. 

The centre has myriad research achievements. The improved varieties have 

made signicant impact on both scale and quality of wheat production. 

Gujarat would traditionally grow wheat on 5 to 7 lakh hectares. However, 

during the last decade, a conspicuous spike in production and acreage is 

discernable. This enviable achievement in wheat production (~3000 kg/ha) 
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was ushered despite narrow temperature 

window of around 14 weeks as compared to 

over 25 weeks elsewhere in wheat bowl of 

North India. It is impressive to note that per day 

productivity of wheat in Gujarat is nearly 35 

kg/ha/day which is comparable to the best 

global per day productivity of wheat. There are 

ample chances of enhancement of area under 

irrigated durum quality wheat for which the 

successful feasibility endeavors were taken 

a long the  Narmada l inkage  network. 

Interestingly, the productivity of new durum 

varieties was higher than aestivum in most of the 

areas. 

The different impact assessment of wheat 

research in Gujarat is illustrated as the area, 

production and productivity of total wheat in 

Gujarat have increased to 81 %, 212 % and 73 % 

respectively by the year 2017-18 when 

compared with 1980s. Due to increase in 

productivity (1650 kg/ha to 3000 kg/ha) over 

the decades, Gujarat produced 36 lakh tonnes of 

wheat (Average of 2010-11 to 2017-18) from 12.0 

lakh ha compared to 10.0 lakh tonnes being 

produced from 5.9 lakh ha during 1980s. 

Among the important varieties, GW 322 is 

suitable for timely sown irrigated conditions of 

Central Zone as well as Peninsular Zone and 

highly responsive to inputs application with 

wider adaptability, GDW 1255 is a value added 

high yielding durum variety with high β 

carotene content, GW 11 is suitable for late sown 

and restricted irrigation conditions and GW 451 

is an excellent alternative to address issue of 

malnutrition due to high Fe & Zn.  The SDAU 

has  a l so  focussed  on  recommending 

technologies ranging from cropping system to 

judicious use of dissipating natural resources. 

The technologies like selection of varieties as 

per sowing time, method of sowing, nutrient 

and irrigation management not only reduce the 

cost of cultivation but also result in yield 

enhancement up to 20%. Micro-irrigation 

system saves water up to 40% and increase 

yield up to 25%. Seed dressing of wheat with 

Azotobacter and PSB saves 25 and 50 per cent 

nitrogen and phosphorus, respectively.  

Successful and planned incorporation of rusts 

resistance gene and their pyramiding in SDAU 

varieties have helped in combating the rust 

diseases at farmers' eld since last four 

decades. The demand of breeder seed of wheat 

varieties of SDAU has increased over decades 

(From 900 q during 1990s to over 3200 q at 

present). It clearly indicated the wider 

adaptability of different varieties of SDAU on 

account of higher yield, besides all other 

important characters like grain quality, 

resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses and 

alike. The SDAU varieties like GW 273 and GW 

322 are among the top ten most indented 

varieties at national level for over a decade.  

Thus, the investment made in wheat research 

has paid rich dividends in buttressing both 

food and economic security through enhanced 

productivity and production.

A Farwell cum valedictory function was held at 
Sardar Smruti Kendra, Sardarkrushinagar on 

th th30  October, 2018 for the 20 trainees of 15   
batch of 10 week duration short term certicate 
course in vernacular language on Articial 
Insemination training conducted by the 
Department of Gynaecology and Obstetrics, 
College of Veterinary Science and Animal 

Husbandry. Prof (Dr) Ashokbhai A Patel, Hon 
Vice Chancellor, Dr M R Prajapati, Director of 
Human Resource Development, Dr K A 
Thakkar, Director of Extension Education,  Dr 
D V Joshi, Dean witnessed the valedictory 
function of the trainees. Dr D V Joshi, Dean and 
Principal welcomed the guests and Dr B N 
Suthar, Professor and Head narrated the 
activities of the training programme. Prof (Dr) 
Ashok A Patel, Hon Vice Chancellor, advised 
the trainees to follow the ethics and blessed the 
trainees to use the technique to improve the 
production through the genetic improvement 
of cattle and buffalo and to earn livelihood to be 
self-sufcient. The function ended with vote of 
thanks by the course incharge Dr H C Nakhashi, 
Professor, Dept of Gynaecology and Obstetrics.

Short Term Training Course on Articial Insemination was Organized with Zest



th
SDAU Organized Workshop on “Potato Value Chains” and 36   Annual Group Meet on 
AICRP, Potato 

The inauguration function of workshop on 
th

“Potato Value Chains” and 36   Annual Group 
Meet  on AICRP (Potato)  was  held  at 
Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada Agricultural 

thUniversity, Sardarkrushinagar, Gujarat on 8   
September, 2018. The president of inauguration 
programme was Prof (Dr) Ashok A Patel, Hon 
Vice Chancellor, SDAU. Dr A K Singh, DDG 
(HS & CS), ICAR, New Delhi was chief guest. Dr 
T Jankiram, ADG (HS-1), ICAR, New Delhi, Dr 
A M Patel, Director of Research, SDAU and Dr S 
K Chakrabarti, Director, ICAR-CPRI, Shimla 
were adjudged as guest of honor. On this 
occas ion  one  fo lder  ent i t led  “Export 
opportunity of Indian Potato” and Annual 
report of AICRP (Potato) for the year 2017-18 
was released.  The workshop on “Potato Value 
Chains” organized in collaboration with ICAR-
Central Potato Research Institute, Shimla, 
Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada Agricultural 
University, Sardarkrushinagar (Gujarat), 
Indian Potato Association, Shimla and 
Intellectuals' Federation for Agricultural 
Research and Development. About 150 
participant involving AICRP (Potato) scientists, 

retired potato scientists, progressive farmers 
and processing company's representatives 
have participated in the workshop with great 
enthusiasm. Various lectures were delivered by 
potato experts on value chains of potato, seed 
potato, export quality potato and for processing 
potato (Both wafer and french fries). Along 

th
with the workshop the 36  Annual Group Meet 
on AICRP (Potato) was also organized in 
collaboration with ICAR-Central Potato 

th th
Research Institute, Shimla and SDAU on 9  -11   
September, 2018. Total 80 participants working 
on potato crop from 25 centers in various 
corners of the country participated for 
deliberation on potato research. In group 
meeting three potato genotypes namely 
SM/00-42, MP/04-578 and PS/6-88 were 
recommended for release. Delegates discussed 
about the recent problems in potato production 
and emphasis was given to develop the 
varieties resistance against biotic and abiotic 
stresses. The technical program of Rabi 2018 
was also nalized in the area of crop 
improvement, crop production and crop 
protection.



Farmers were Enthralled by Shibir on Rainfed Integrated Farming System

The Centre for Natural Resources Management, 
in association with the Sardar Smruti Kendra 
under Human Resources Development 
programme of All India Coordinated Research 
Project for Dry Land Agriculture, organized a 
farmers' shibir on Rainfed Integrated Farming 

th
System on 15  September, 2018 at Gangudara 
village of the Banaskantha. More than 200 
farmers from Gangudara and Bhilachal 
villages, ofcials, government functionaries 
and scientists participated in the shibir. Prof 
(Dr) Ashok A Patel, Hon Vice Chancellor and 
Chairman of the function gave understanding 
to the farmers on the importance of the system 

and exhorted for it's adoption to achieve the 
goal of doubling the farmers' income by 2022. 
The technical session included deliberation on 
contingency crop management, animal 

SDAU Organized Veterinary Pathology Congress, 2018 with Exhilaration

Department of Veterinary Pathology, 
College of Veterinary Science and Animal 
Husbandry, Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  , S D A U 
Sardarkrushinagar organized XXXV 
Annual Conference of Indian Association of 
Veterinary Pathologists and National 
Symposium on “Recent Advances in 
Veter inary Pathology and Disease 
Diagnosis for Sustainable Livestock and 

nd th
Poultry Production” on  22  - 24   October, 
2018 at Prof V R Mehta Auditorium hall, 
SDAU, Sardarkrushinagar. Dr B J Patel, 
Professor and Head, Department of 
Veterinary Pathology was Organizing 
Secretary of this event in which 200 
delegates from all  over India have 
participated.  During the inaugural 
function, Dr C Balachandran, Hon Vice 
Chancellor of TANUVAS, Chennai was the 

C h i e f  G u e s t ;  w h e r e a s ,  D r  H  D 
Narayanswamy, Hon Vice Chancellor, 
KVAFSU, Bidar, and Dr P H Vataliya, Hon 
Vice Chancellor, Kamdhenu University, 
Gandhinagar were Guests of Honor. Prof 
(Dr) Ashok A Patel Hon Vice Chancellor of 
SDAU, presided over the function. The 
three days conference was scheduled with 
12 Technical Sessions inclusive of 36 lead 
papers, 233 Oral Presentations and 7 
Technica l  Sess ions  for  153  poster 
presentations. 



husbandry, soil health management; and 
rainwater harvesting, conservation and 
management  under  aberrant  weather 
condition. The session was followed by an 
interaction between the farmers and the 
scientists on the relevant issues. The program, 
in benevolent presence of Dr K A Thakkar, the 
Director  of  Extens ion Educat ion  was 

meticulously structured by the team in the 
leadership of Dr B S Deora, Research Scientist. 
The event was well knitted with 'Engineers 
Day' and 'Swachchhta hi Sewa' campaign with 
oath ceremony for maintenance of cleanliness 
in and around the houses, pathways, farms and 
the villages.

Launch of Eco-Agriculture and Organic Farming Revolution

The event on Launching of Eco-Agriculture and 

Organic Farming Revolution was organized 

with great enthusiasm in collaboration cum 

partnership of S D Agricultural University, 

Sardarkrushinagar and Intellectual's federation 

for Agricultural Research and Development,  

Indian Council of Food and Agriculture, 
thScience Ashram, Vadodara on 27  September, 

2018 at Prof V R Mehta Auditorium, Conference 

hall, SDAU.  Dr M H Mehta, Hon Ex Vice 

Chancellor, GAU and Sh S J Solanki, Director, 

Gujarat Organic Products Certication Agency 

(GOPCA) was adjudged as guest of honour. The 

programme was inaugurated with lightening of 

lamp by Prof (Dr) Ashok A Patel, Hon Vice-

Chancellor, SDAU. Dr M R Prajapati, Registrar, 

Dr A M Patel, Director of Research, Dr K A 

Thakkar, Director of Extension Education and 

Dr J J Mistry, Associate Professor remained 

present and graced the occasion. Dr D V Joshi, 

Dean, College of Veterinary science and Animal 

Husbandry, welcomed Dr M H Mehta, Hon Ex 

Vice Chancellor, GAU  and Sh S J Solanki, 

Director GOPCA with oral bouquet as a 

symbol of  affection.  In his speech Dr M H 

Mehta delved deep in to organic farming as a 

trend and prospect in farming revolution. He 

also encouraged the farmers to adopt the 

organic farming for getting maximum 

remuneration and quality food. Sh S J Solanki, 

Director, GOPCA highlighted the activities of 

GOPCA and gave information regarding 

certication of organic production system for 

domestic market, farmers and operators.  Prof 

(Dr) Ashok A Patel, Hon Vice-Chancellor, 

SDAU also shared importance of organic 

farming in farming fraternity. He gave 

information on eco agriculture which supports 

both agriculture production and biodiversity 

conservation as a consequence to improve 

livelihoods of rural communities. Scientic 

ofcials of university along with farmers 

attended the event with a view to acquire 

knowledge sharing process. 

SDAU organized Gandhi Katha as Remembrances of Reverend Mahatma Gandhi 
nd

In the eve of 2  October, 2018 Birth Anniversary 

of Mahatma Gandhi is celebrated across the 

world. S D Agricultural University under 

National Service Scheme (NSS) commemorated 
th

Mahatma Gandhi's 150  Birth anniversaries by 
th

organizing Gandhi Katha on 25  September, 
nd

2018 to 2  October, 2018 at Prof V R Mehta 

Auditorium, Sardarkrushinagar. Sh Nagesh 

Joshi, Ex Student, Agricultural University was 

adjudged as orator of katha. Interesting lectures 

on biography of Mahtma Gandhi, life events, 

memorials and bhajans were presented by Sh 

Nagesh Joshi. In this programme, large number 

of students of various colleges, teachers and 

ofcials of SDAU were remained present and 

acquired Gandhian thoughts representing Father 

of Nation, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. The 

event was inaugurated in august presence of Dr 

M H Mehta, Hon Ex Vice Chancellor, GAU and 

Prof (Dr) Ashok A Patel, Hon Vice-Chancellor, 

SDAU by lightening of lamp.
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

ARS, Adiya Organized Farmers' Training

Agricultural Research Station, Adiya  in 
collaboration with  SSNNL, Gandhinagar 

th
conducted a farmer training at  Sami on 5  
September, 2018. Total 44 farmers participated 
in this programme. Sh N N Salvi, Assistant 
Research Scientist, ARS, Adiya delivered 
lecture on scientic cultivation of oilseed crops. 
Farmers were also guided for judicious use of 
sulpur fertilizer in oilseed crops for increasing 
production and improving the soil health. Sh L 

K Patel, Assistant Director of Agriculture, Patan 
delved deep in to various schemes of 
agriculture skill development and advocated to 
join farmers in this scheme. In last interacted 
with the farmers and given proper guidance to 
their agriculture related problems. The station 
also conducted another training on organic 

t h
f a r m i n g  o n  2 6  S e p t e m b e r ,  2 0 1 8  a t 
S h a n k h e s h w a r  i n  w h i c h  5 1  f a r m e r s 
participated with zest. Sh N N Salvi, delivered 
lecture on Organic Farming. Farmers were 
guided to keep proper distance between two 
lines and use sulfur fertilizer in castor for 
increasing production and improving the soil 
health. The interaction of the farmers was  done 
in which proper guidance was given for 
agriculture related problems.

Farmers of Tharad Taluka Participated in Field Day

On farm eld day was organized at Savpura 
thand Vami villages of Tharad taluka on 5  

Cognizant Lectures on Food & Nutrition delivered 

Home Science Polytechnic, SDAU organized an 
extension activity entitled “Ahar ane poshan” at 

Lodpa village under leadership of acting 
Associate Extension Educationist Ms Serene 

st
Shekhar on 1  September, 2018.  Various 
lectures pertaining to nutritional aspects were 
delivered by Ms Shraddha Kapadiya, Mrs K V 
Mor and students.  Making of low cost protein 
diet “khamand” was demonstrated by Mr S 
Sharma and Mrs J J Dhaduk in collaboration 
with students of Home Science Polytechnic. 
Booklet on concerned topic was distributed for 
reference to the villagers.

September, 2018. More than 50 farmers have 
participated enthusiastically. Dr M H Patel and 

Wheat Research Station, Vijapur Organized Wheat Cropping Scheme Meeting 

Cropping Scheme Meeting on Wheat crop for 
SAUs of Gujarat was organized at Wheat Research 

rdStation, Vijapur on 3  October, 2018 under the 
chairmanship of Dr A M Patel, Director of 
Research, SDAU. In the inaugural address, he 
congratulated the wheat scientists for their 
enormous contribution in achieving the country's 
wheat production close to 100 million ton during 
2017-18. He also inspired the scientists to work with 
full potential to ght the food security issues and 
emphasized the need to develop organic farming 
module for wheat crop. Dr R M Chauhan, Co-
Chairman and Research Scientist, Seed Technology 
inspired the scientist to work as a team for the 
development of latest package of practices under 
climate change scenario. At the outset Dr A A Patel, 

Research Scientist, welcomed all the scientists. In 
this meeting, total  32 scientists  from JAU, NAU,  
AAU and SDAU presented the research results 
cum reviewes of 2017-18. Breeder seed programme 
for 2018-19 was also discussed and the centers for 
genotypes evaluations were nalized. The meeting 
was ended by vote of thanks.



Department of Extension & Communication 
Management delivered lecture on importance 
of personal hygiene, home and village 
sanitation. Dr B G Patel, Professor and Head, 
Department of Food and Nutrition explained 
about therapeutic nutrition for different 
diseases.

Dr K I Patel delved deep in to pulses production 
technologies. FLD's were arranged on recently 
release mungbean var. GAM-6 and cowpea var. 
GC-4. Farmers were satised with performance 
of recently release varieties of mungbean and 
cowpea.

Training on Nutrition, Health and Sanitation Organized with Zeal

The Center for Training and Empowerment of 
Rural Women organized one day training 
programme on “Nutrition, Health and 

t hSanitation” on 15   September, 2018 in 
Bhukhala village of Vadgam Taluka with a view 
to create awareness among rural women about 
nutrition and sanitation for good health. Total 
70  rural  women and adolescent  g ir ls 
participated in the programme. Dr Simple Jain, 
Assistant Professor welcomed the participants 
and delved deep into objectives and activities of 
the centre for training and empowerment of 
rural women. She also delivered a lecture on 
common diseases occur during rainy season 
viz., malaria, dengue, viral, cold and cough. Dr 
Santosh Ahlawat, Professor and Head, 

World Food Day Solemnized with Fervor

The Center for Training and Empowerment of 
Rural Women celebrated World Food Day on 

th
16  October, 2018 by organizing an awareness 
camp in Juna Nesada village of Deesa Taluka. 
Total 71 rural women participated in the 
programme.   Dr Simple Jain, Assistant 

Professor  welcomed the  exper ts  and 
participants and informed about plan scheme, 
its objectives and activities along with 
importance of kitchen gardening in nutritional 
security of family. Dr Santosh Ahlawat, 
Professor & Head delivered a lecture on 
importance of food storage and other 
techniques in preventing nutritional losses. 
Lecture on value addition of fruits & vegetables 
and their nutritional value was delivered by Dr 
J J Dhaduk, Professor.  Dr I N Patel, Professor 
explained about requirement of balance diet for 
different stages and age groups. Participants 
raised the queries during the program which 
were claried by the experts.

Diagnostic Supervision of Banana Field at Idar

Dr Sable P A, Scientists, Horticulture, Krishi 
Vidyan Kendra, Khedbrahma and Mr Bhavesh 
Patel, Project Manager, Reliance Foundation, 
Information Services visited Banana eld of Sh 
Ramnbhai H Patel at village Suryanagar campa,  

thIdar Taluka on 19  September, 2018. Subject 
S p e c i a l i s t  g u i d e d  f a r m e r s  r e g a r d i n g 
micronutrient management and fertilizer 
schedule (fertigation), etc.



STUDENTS’ ACTIVITIES 

Students of Horticulture College Celebrated Swachh Bharat Abhiyan as part of 
Commemorating Gandhi Jayanti 

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, “Swachh 
ndBharat Abhiyan” programme was held on 2  

October, 2018 with the combined efforts of NSS 
(National Service Scheme) and NCC (National 
Cadet Corps) in the College of Horticulture, 
Jagudan. In this event total 203 Graduate and 
Diploma students actively participated. During 
this programme, students cleaned the hostel 
premises, ground and cross road of the 
Mehsana - Ahmedabad highway areas. All the 
staff members were actively participated in this 
programme.

CBSH Students had Hand in Science Excellence-2018

The Science Excellence-2018 was organized by 
Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & 
Climate Change Impacts Management, Gujarat 

th
University, Ahmedabad on 20  September, 
2018. Total 4000 students and faculties of 

different subjects and disciplines participated 
in the program. More than 600 posters of 
different subject from UG, PG and PhD 
categories have been presented in the event. Mr 

rdSumit Jani, MSc Biotechnology 3   Semester 
student of College of Basic Science and 
Humanities, won the rst prize in the poster 
presentation in PG category of Biotechnology 
subject among the total 20 posters presented 
from all over the India. Mr Sumit Jani has 
presented his poster on "Green synthesis of 
silver nanoparticles from plant extract". Dr S R 
Vyas, Dean & Principal and all the teachers 
have conveyed best wishes on this achievement 
and encourage the other students for 
participation in national level scientic events. 

Students of Horticulture College Faced Placement drive cum Off -Campus Interview 

An Off-Campus interview was organized by 
placement cell of College of Horticulture, 

thJagudan on 29  October, 2018. Total 26 students 
comprising 1 post graduate, 12 under graduate 
and 13 from polytechnic actively participated in 
the placement drive from which 1 post 

graduate, 5 each of from under graduate and 
polytechnic were selected and offered 
attractive packages. The interview was 
scheduled at the recruiting organization, 
Director Parks & Garden, New Sachivalaya, 
Government of Gujarat, Gandhinagar. 

CBSHian March With the Ofcers 
rdMr Darshil Modi, Student of 3  semester, BSc Biotechnology of Basic 

Science College  earned the selection in only boy cadet out of second 
year SDAU as NCC cadet in national level camp Ek Bharat Shreshth 
Bharat (EBSB) - II, to be trained with Indian Army at Nagrota, Jammu 

th stand Kashmir during 20 -31  October, 2018. This is an army attachment 
camp and lavish the honor and pride to Cadet and CBSH. Mr Darshil 
Modi will learn, the life of our soldiers, know-how of different 
weapons, planning & execution of attack and defense, etc at Nagrota, J 
& K Dr S R Vyas, Dean College of Basic Science and Humanities along 
with all the faculties of college extended best wishes to NCC cadent 
Darshil to make CBSH and University proud.



method of cotton viz., emasculation, crossing, 
selng and roughing. Students collected 
different pests of cotton and groundnut viz ball 
worms, white grubs etc. While, Dr K M Patel 
and Dr P K Patel delved deep regarding IFS 
Model, organic farming, soil sampling and soil 
analysis methods. 

9

Teachers' day was Celebrated with Enthusiasm      

th
Teachers' day is observed on 5  September 
which is birthday of the former President Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a well-known 

scholar, teacher and promoter of education. On 
this special day, students celebrates the 
contribution of teachers in their lives and 
shaping up the society. The classrooms across 
the nation burst into colours with decorations, 
cultural programmes, greetings and what not. 

th
It was celebrated on 5  September, 2018 at 
Home Science Polytechnic, ASPEE College 
Home Science & Nutrition. All the staff and 
students celebrated the event with great 
enthusiasm. The informal event strengthened 
the relationship between student and teacher. 
Students of the college took part by serving 
their duties of teacher. 

RAWEP Students exposed to the cutting edge opportunities and challenges in Agricultural and 
Rural Development 

The Rural Agricultural Work Experience 
(RAWE) programme is a agship activity for 
the nal year B Sc (Ag) students during the last 
semester. Building self-condence in the 
agricultural graduates by honing their 
professional skills, is the key objective of 
introducing RAWE at the under graduate level 
by ICAR. Accordingly, this semester-long 

thprogramme has been evolved. 7  semester 
students of C P College of Agriculture visited 
the Cotton Research Station, SDAU, Talod and 
Centre for Research on Integrated Farming 
Systems, SDAU during month of September,  
2018. During their stay at Station, they 
acquainted with the research activities 
including varietal/ hybrid development 
program, different breeding, agronomical and 
plant protection trails of cotton and groundnut. 
Dr J A Patel, Associate Research Scientist 
trained them on hybrid seed production 

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 

Dr M H Mehta, Former Vice Chancellor, GAU Gujarat excursed to SDAU 

Dr M H Mehta, Former Vice Chancellor, GAU, 
Gujarat along with Prof (Dr) Ashok A Patel, 
Hon Vice-chancellor, SDAU and Dr A M Patel, 
Director of Research & Dean PG studies visited 
Center for Research on Integrated Farming 

th
System (IFS) on 28  September, 2018. They 
delved deep into the integrated farming system 
model for livelihood security and food security 
for farmers. Dr Mehta appreciated the 
commendable efforts of IFS team with 
exhilaration. 
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Hon Vice Chancellor , TANUVAS, Chennai visited SDAU

Dr C Balachandran, Hon Vice Chancellor of Tamil Nadu Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences University (TANUVAS), Chennai along with Dr D V Joshi, 
Dean & Principal, College of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandary, 

th
SDAU visited Livestock Research Station on 20   October, 2018.  In his 
remarks Dr C Balachandran appreciated excellent research activities 
undergoing on Kankrej cattle, Mehsana and Banni buffaloes and Mehsana 
goat at Livestock Research Station. Dr H H Panchasara, Research Scientist, 
Livestock gave fruitful information on livestock farm management related 

activities, research projects and eld projects on going & completed at LRS.

Project Coordinator, AICRP for Dryland Agriculture, CRIDA, Hyderabad Visited SDAU 

Dr G R Chary, the Project Coordinator, AICRP 
for Dryland Agriculture, Central Research 
Institute for Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad 

th thvisited the University during 5 -7  , September 
2018. He glanced the programs on dryland 

technologies at the centre and the Agro-tech 
park. He also witnessed the progress of on-
going on-farm programs under Rainfed 
Integrated Farming System and National 
Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture at 
Gangudara and Bhilachal, Dantiwada taluka 
and Kalimati, Dholia and Ghanhu of Amirgadh 
taluka villages,  respectively. In the courtesy 
meeting with Hon Vice Chancellor, he apprised 
of his ever rst eld visit in the country for the 
R-IFS program appreciating the on-station and 
on-farm research, development and extension 
activities organized by the centre.

Dr S K Chakrabarti, Director Project Coordinator AICPIP, CPRI, Shimla and Team of Potato 
Scientists visited SDAU

Dr S  K Chakrabart i ,  Director  Pro jec t 
Coordinator AICPP, CPRI, Shimla along with 
team of potato scientists of different states 
visited Centre for Research on Integrated 

thFarming System on 11  September, 2018.

Dr R K Singh, ADG (Commercial Crops), ICAR, New Delhi visited Cotton Research Station, Talod 

Dr R K Singh, Assistant Director General (Commercial 
Crops), ICAR, New Delhi along with Dr V N Waghmare, 
Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur, Dr A H Prakash, Project 
Coordinator and Head, ICAR- CICR RS, Coimbatore and 
Dr M V Venugopalan, Head, PME Cell & Principal 
Scientist, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur visited Cotton Research 

th
Station, Talod on 12   October, 2018. They monitored the 
ICAR Bt cotton trials and All India Co-ordinate trials of Bt 

cotton along with  cotton breeding programme, varietal development programme for (High Density 
Planting System) HDPS and appreciated the whole research activities. 

FODDER FOR THOUGHT

Achieving Sustainable Development Goals Through Agriculture
Since centuries, nations all over the world have given 
importance to combat poverty, malnutrition etc in 
their countries. This has been the prime focus of 
developing countries. Countries all over the world 
joined together and signed the millennium 
declaration at the United Nations Millennium 
Summit in 2000 in view of achieving these goals. 
Millennium Development Goals consisted of eight 

goals with measurable targets which was to be 
achieved by  2015 .  The  e ight  mi l lennium 
development goals were to eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger; to achieve universal primary 
education; to promote gender equality and empower 
women; to reduce child mortality; to improve 
maternal health; to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and 
o ther  d i seases ;  to  ensure  envi ronmenta l 
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sustainability; and to develop a global partnership 
f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A l l  t h e s e  M i l l e n n i u m 
Development Goals are interdependent. But, the 
targets under MDG's were achieved by India 
partially. The percentage of population below 
poverty line was reduced to 21.92 % in the year 2011-
12 from 47.8 % reported in the year 1990. In 1990, the 
percentage of under – weight children below 3 years 
was 52 % while it was reduced to 33.7 % in the year 
2015-16. In rural India, the percentage of households 
with sustainable access to an improved water source 
was increased to 90.1 % in the year 2012 from 87.12 % 
in the year 1990. While in case of urban India, the 
increase was from 58.94 % in the year 1990 to 86.9 % 
in the year 2012. In 2015, United Nations General 
Assembly set 17 global goals known as Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) which was part of 
"Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development” popularly known as 2030 
Agenda. Overall 193 countries across the globe 
adopted the 2030 Agenda. These goals are 
interdependent like MDGs and these goals cover the 
various areas of socio-economic development in the 
countries. The 17 SDGs are no poverty, zero hunger, 
good health and well-being, quality education, 
gender equality, clean water and sanitation, 
affordable and clean energy, decent work and 
economic growth, industry, innovation and 
infrastructure, reduced inequalities, sustainable 
cities and communities, responsible consumption 
and production, climate action, life below water, life 
on land, peace, justice and strong institutions and 
partnerships for the goals. Even though MDGs and 
SDGs were designed to achieve the same aim, there 
are distinct differences between them. SDGs 
succeeded MDGs after it ended in the year 2015. The 
main focus of MDGs was development but SDGs 
focus is sustainable development. SDGs goes to the 
root of the cause of problems for solving them while 
MDGs were only concerned about solving the 
problems which is a wrong approach. MDGs were 
focussed on halving the poverty and hunger while 
SDGs focus on achieving zero hunger and poverty. 
MDGs were focussing on the approach of rich 
countries helping the poorer ones, while SDGs give 
importance to the collective action by all the 
countries. SDGs are broader than MDGs. SDGs 
involves an inclusive approach while MDGs were 
designed to achieve by top – down approach. 
Achieving peace in the countries is an important goal 
of SDGs while MDGs completely ignored this. In 
case of education, MDGs was focussing on quantity 
not at all paying any importance to quality while 
SDGs focus on quality education. Agriculture has a 
very important role in achieving some of the SDGs, 
no poverty, zero hunger, climate action, life on land 
etc. Agriculture is the backbone of Indian economy 
which has 61.5 % per cent of its population 
depending upon it for livelihood, according to 2011 
Agricultural census. Through higher agriculture 

production and by increased productivity, India 
will be able to address the SDGs of poverty and 
hunger. The development of micronutrient fortied 
varieties will increase the nutritional status of 
people which is an important concern in SDGs. 
Integrated farming system and promotion of crop 
diversication among the farmers will help in 
realising SDGs of zero poverty and hunger. 
Development of institutions like Agriculture 
Technology Information Centres will help in 
achieving SDGs by sharing information. Research 
and promotion of organic agriculture system and 
promotion of Integrated Nutrient Management and 
Integrated Pest Management techniques among the 
farmers will help in achieving SDG, good health and 
well – being. Agriculture scientists should give more 
focus on technology development for healthy 
processed food products and should do research on 
improving the efcacy of pesticides and insecticides 
so that good health and well – being is achieved. 
Rural women form an important part of agriculture. 
Time to time training programmes for rural women 
in agriculture will increase their capabilities and 
thus will help in a long way in achieving SDG of 
gender equality. Agriculture scientists should give 
importance to water conservation programmes and 
techniques so that SDG of clean water and sanitation 
is achieved. Development of drought resistant 
varieties, research on reducing water foot print in 
agriculture sector and promotion of micro irrigation 
systems among the farmers will also help in 
achieving this SDG. Farmers should be given 
trainings on ground water recharge so that clean 
water is ensured to them. Scientists should conduct 
research to improve the efciency of water usage in 
agriculture. More focus should be given by scientists 
in the development of implements using biofuel and 
development of alternative sources of energy so that 
SDG of affordable and clean energy is achieved. 
Research on climate adaptation technologies should 
be given more importance and farmers should be 
trained in this aspect to combat the climate change. 
Crop insurance should also be given prime 
importance and trainings in this aspect will help in 
the risk mitigation in agriculture research on climate 
resilient agriculture will help a long way in 
combating climate change. Development of 
different agroforestry models, soil conservation and 
indigeneous breed conservation programmes will 
play an important role in achieving SDGs. Global 
partnership with different international level 
organisations in the eld of agriculture will help in 
achieving SDGs by every country. Thus, agriculture 
is an important means of achieving SDGs.
SDAU aims at the development of agriculture in the 
country in a holistic way. We, at SDAU focusses on 
this by going hand in hand with sustainable 
development. SDAU through various ways intends 
to achieve SDGs through agriculture at present and 
in future by targeting on 10 different goals of SDGs.
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